
general dentistry information

WHY DOES MY PET NEED A DENTAL CLEANING?
•   Bad breath is not normal and is a sign of serious oral infection.
•   Most animals have at least one painful tooth and no way to communicate.
•   Dental infections can affect the heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys.
•   Dental disease is the most common problem of dogs and cats yet is commonly overlooked.
•   Once yearly (twice-yearly for some) professional dental cleanings and adequate home care throughout the life of the pet is  

recommended.

WHAT IS INVOLVED WITH DENTAL CARE?
A complete Oral Assessment, treatment and prevention procedure should include the following important steps:

IS ANESTHESIA SAFE FOR MY PET?
There are risks involved with the use of general anesthesia however; most anesthetic complications can be avoided by close 
monitoring and patient care.  Anesthesia is absolutely necessary for safe and effective dental care. At Woodland Animal Hospital, 
we take anesthesia safety very seriously. Only the most modern and safest anesthesia medications and protocols are used. Also, we 
monitor anesthetic depth very closely both physically and with the latest technology to ensure that only the amount needed is used 
for the procedure. In fact, there is a much lighter dose needed than other procedures such as spays and neuters.  The risk of harm 
from the presence of dental disease is much higher than the risk of well-monitored and properly supported anesthesia.

WHY ARE DENTAL X-RAYS IMPORTANT?
Dental radiographs allow us to see the area beneath the gum line where up to 75% of tooth structure lies. By taking full mouth 
radiographs, we can more accurately diagnose very common diseases. Studies have shown, disease was incompletely diagnosed 70% 
of the time without x-rays. Common findings using dental radiography include: periodontal disease, tooth resorptions, impacted 
teeth, retained root fragments, dead teeth, broken tooth roots, and abscessed teeth. We generally recommend a set of full mouth 
x-rays at 6 months of age in conjunction with the spay or neuter procedure or with the first dental cleaning. Follow up x-rays will be 
recommended based on the type and extent of disease present. Without x-rays, most of our patients would suffer in silence with a 
painful mouth. 

1.  Pre-anesthetic physical exam including blood work and 
organ function tests as well as evaluation of the bite, 
abnormal tooth wear patterns, growths or gum disease

2. Oral examination of each tooth under general anesthesia
3. Calculus removal from the visible parts of the teeth
4.  Sub-gingival (below-the-gum-line)  scaling, root planing, 

and curettage where indicated
5. Tooth polishing

6. Irrigation
7. A post-cleaning exam and radiographs
8. Dental charting to keep a record of abnormalities
9. Therapy if necessary
10. Home care instructions
11.  A follow-up appointment and periodic rechecks to see 

how well you are performing home care
Adapted from The Practice of Veterinary Dentistry by Dr. Jan Bellows
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